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30 QUESTIONS TO HELP YOU CHOOSE 

THE RIGHT SUNNY DESTINATION FOR YOU 

Here’s a list of some of the most important questions you have to ask yourself to choose the right 

destination for you. 

CLIMATE-RELATED QUESTIONS 

1. How sunny do you want it to be? 

Any destination with fewer than 90 overcast days a year is sunny, but there’s a big difference 

between a place that only gets 30 cloudy days a year and a place that gets three times as many 

such days. 

2. Do you prefer bright skies or is partly cloudy weather fine? 

If you don’t mind some clouds, you don’t have to focus primarily on the number of clear days. You 

can also consider destinations that get more partly cloudy days than clear days. 

3. What’s your preferred temperature? 

Your answer determines the type of a climate you’ll find most suitable. Mediterranean climate will 

suit those who prefer mild temperatures, while arid climate will suit more those who prefer very 

hot weather. 

4. What’s the highest maximum temperature in the summer you can tolerate? 

Think how high temperatures will affect your ability to spend time outside, your clothing choices, 

your daily schedule, etc. In the destinations that get extremely hot during the summer your 

activities will be mostly limited to early mornings and evenings. 

5. What’s the lowest minimum temperature in the winter you can tolerate? 

Some destinations that are hot for most of the year can be cold during the winter with 

temperatures dropping to 5°C (41 °F) or less at night. Is this a deal-breaker to you? 

6. Do you prefer long evenings or more sunlight in the morning? 

Night owls will prefer destinations with late sunsets, while early risers will prefer destinations with 

early sunrises. 

7. How much rain can you tolerate? 

If you hate rain, stick to semi-arid and arid climates. If you don’t mind rain, you have more options 

to choose from.  

8. How well do you tolerate humidity? 
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The more humid the weather is, the stickier and more uncomfortable it feels. Some people don’t 

mind humidity, while others suffer greatly from it. If you can’t stand humidity, avoid tropical 

destinations. 

9. Do you like wind? 

Some destinations are windy all year round. If you dislike wind, exposed island destinations (and 

any other place with strong wind) won’t be for you. 

 LOCATION-RELATED QUESTIONS 

1. Where are you currently based and how far away are you willing to move to? 

This question usually comes down to whether you plan to frequently go back home. If you don’t 

have any ties, the world is your oyster. Otherwise, consider how easily you can travel between 

these two locations. 

2. Are you willing to move to another continent? 

Moving from one European country to another won’t be as difficult as moving from Europe to 

Africa or South America. Having said this, perhaps what you’re seeking is precisely an adventure of 

moving to another continent. 

3. Is there any particular type of a city you’re interested in? 

Do you want to live near the beach, in a mountain town, in the middle of a desert, in a large city, or 

in a small village? 

4. Would you like to have easy access to a particular region of the world? 

If you frequently travel to a specific place, research how easy it will be to get there from your new 

home. 

5. How do you spend free time? 

If you love hiking, you probably want access to hiking trails. If you’re a surfer, you probably want 

to live near a beach with surfable waves all year round. If you’re into arts, you probably want 

access to arts centers, theaters, operas, etc. 

6. Do you like wide open spaces? 

A place with high population density means high energy, crowds, traffic, and noise. A place with 

low population density means wide open spaces, tranquility, but also potentially solitude. Do you 

like to be around people or prefer to get away from it all?  
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FINANCE- AND LEGAL-RELATED QUESTIONS 

1. Can you apply for a residency visa? 

What are the formal requirements for immigration? Can you meet these requirements? Paperwork 

often takes months before you’re able to move—if you get approved. 

2. How will you earn a living? 

Can you easily get a work permit and find a job? If not, how are you going to support yourself? 

What are the economic prospects? 

3. What are the local costs of living? 

Can you afford to move there? Will your living costs increase or decrease? Pay most attention to 

housing, transportation, food, and energy costs. 

4. Will you have health coverage? 

How will you get health coverage? What’s the quality of care? In an emergency, will you have easy 

access to a high-quality hospital? 

5. How much will you pay in taxes? 

Taxes can have a big impact on your income. Moving to a low-tax destination can save you a lot of 

money, while moving to a high-tax country can greatly reduce your take-home pay. 

CULTURE-RELATED QUESTIONS 

1. Do you speak the local language? 

If not, are you willing to learn it? Even if everybody speaks English as a second language, you 

should still make an effort to learn the local language. 

2. Are you willing to immerse yourself into the culture? 

If not, a place that isn’t popular among expats won’t be a good fit for you. Also, in certain places 

(like most of Asia) you’ll always be considered a foreigner no matter how long you live there. How 

does it make you feel? 

3. Do you enjoy the local cuisine and can you change your current diet? 

You might be used to particular foods that are readily available where you currently live, but won’t 

be (or won’t be so cheap) in the new place. Also, do you like the local cuisine or will you have a 

hard time finding a meal you like at a local restaurant? 
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4. Can you adjust to the local customs? 

If you love things to be structured, well-organized and efficient, you’ll probably have a hard time 

dealing with a slow, relaxed Latin culture. If you like beach living, most Islamic countries won’t fit 

the bill. What local customs are deal-breakers? 

5. Do you understand the laws in your destination country? 

If you’re considering moving to a country very different from your current location (for example, 

moving from Europe to an Islamic country), do you understand its laws and how they will affect 

your personal freedom? 

OTHER QUESTIONS 

1. How safe is it? 

An easy question to ask yourself is whether you’ll feel comfortable leaving your belongings at the 

beach while you go for a swim or whether you’ll feel comfortable letting your kids play outside 

unsupervised. 

2. Are you willing to give up some little luxuries? 

You might be used to certain little luxuries that won’t be readily available in your target country. 

For example, in some countries you’ll have to wait several days before you receive an item bought 

online. If you like going to the pub, will you be willing to give it up if there aren’t any pubs in the 

new destination? 

3. What’s the infrastructure like? 

Will you have stable Internet access? How safe is it for pedestrians and cyclists?  Is there good 

public transportation or would you need a car? How are the highways? What are the closest 

airports and how many destinations can you reach from them? 

4. What are the education options for your kids? 

If you’re moving with your entire family, make sure that your kids can go to a good school. Will you 

be able to send your kids to a public school or find an international private school for them? 

5. Are you moving with a pet? 

If yes, learn about the legal requirements because it might be very difficult to bring your pet over. 


